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PERSONAL  PATHFINDERS 


One  of  the  Society  projects  is  the  marking  and  publishing  of  cemetery  records. 


"If  you  don't  know  where  you've  come 
from,  you'll  never  know  where  you're 
going!" 

That  old  saw  partially  explains  why 
genealogy  is  the  third  most  popular  hobby 
in  the  world,  and  is  part  of  the  reason 
The  Alberta  Family  Histories  Society 
was  incorporated  in  1980. 

It  is  a  registered  non-profit  organization 
and  has  as  its  mandate  promotion  of 
family  history  and  genealogical  research. 
It  is  sort  of  a  self-help  group  where 
members  are  encouraged  to  do  their  own 
research  and  assist  others  when  that 
second  great  grandfather  just  can't  be 
located. 

In  pursuit  of  this  goal,  the  Society  meets 
on  a  regular  basis  -  the  first  Monday  of 
the  month  from  September  through  June 
-  where  members  and  guests  hear  talks, 
exchange  information,  and  hold  classes 
for  beginners.  It  is  not  unusual  to  have  80 
people  out  to  a  meeting.  Total  member- 
ship numbers  about  150. 

Aside  from  regular  meetings,  the  Society 
also  conducts  tours  of  general  and  gene- 
alogical libraries  in  the  city  and  has, 
over  the  past  few  years,  organized  annual 
trips  to  the  genealogical  facilities  in  Salt 
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Lake  City,  Utah,  where  the  Mormans 
have  collected  more  than  one  million 
books,  microfilms,  and  other  family- 
related  documents.  This  collection  is 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

A  Seminar  is  held  once  a  year.  Last 
October,  George  and  Libby  Hancocks, 
publishers  of  The  Canadian  Genealogist 
monthly  magazine  and  numerous  family 
histories,  spoke  on  the  use  of  computers 
in  genealogy,  possible  solutions  to  prob- 
lems encountered  while  doing  research, 
and  on  publishing  a  family  history. 
Michael  Dawe  of  the  Red  Deer  and 
District  Museum  and  Archives  also  spoke 
on  Canadian  Land  and  Probate. 

The  Society  recently  re-established  its 
own  library  of  genealogical  periodicals, 
local  and  family  histories,  and  research 
guides  to  assist  its  members.  In  addition, 
a  quarterly  magazine  is  distributed  to 
all  members.  It  contains  articles  and 
information  pertaining  to  this  interesting 
hobby. 

Membership  fees  in  the  Society,  while 
currently  under  review,  are  very  reason- 
able. For  those  who  wish  to  contact  the 
Society,  the  address  is:  The  Alberta 
Family  Histories  Society,  P.O.  Box  30270, 
Stn.  B,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2M  4P1. 
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Albertans  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Foundation's  office  with  their 
enquiries,  news  and  information 
of  subjects  and  events  which  they 
want  to  share  through  the  pages 
of  the  magazine. 
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element;  the  foundation  of. 
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Cover  photo:  The  old  Dominion  Hotel  facade. 
Restoration  is  almost  complete. 


Restored  TIGER  MOTH  BIPLANE  to  be  displayed 
at  the  Reynolds  Museum. 

This  Tiger  Moth  biplane  (R.C.A.E  No.  4314)  was 
constructed  in  1942  by  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Co.  of 
Canada  and  was  used  for  training  pilots  in  Canada 
during  World  War  2.  After  the  war  it  was  in  civilian 
use  until  1961  when  it  made  its  last  flight  in  the  Calgary 
area. 

In  1978  the  Glenbow  Museum  requested  Stan  Reynolds 
to  look  at  some  machinery  stored  at  the  old  ice  house 
in  west  Calgary.  During  Reynolds'  inspection  of  the 
machinery  he  noticed  the  fuselage  of  a  Tiger  Moth 
airplane  in  the  bush  behind  the  ice  house.  The  wings, 
instruments,  various  controls  and  other  parts  were 
missing.  Reynolds  purchased  the  remains  of  the  plane, 
and  commenced  restoration  in  1983. 

Wings  and  most  of  the  missing  parts  were  taken  from 
Reynolds'  stock  of  airplane  parts  and  the  biplane  was 
rebuilt. 

It  will  be  on  display  along  with  other  historical  and 
antique  aircraft  in  the  Reynolds  Museum  in  Wetaski- 
win  when  it  opens  for  the  summer  season  June  1, 1986. 
For  more  information  phone  Stan  Reynolds:  (403) 
352-5201  or  352-6201. 
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1986  HERITAGE  A  WARD 
WINNERS 


Award  recipients  after  the  presentation  luncheon  with  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  Chairman  Grant  Weber  (centre).  They  are,  from  left  to  right,  Edwin  Meeres, 
Gerald  Knowlton,  Lois  Porter,  (Chairman  Grant  Weber),  Alderman  Al  Duerr  accepting  for 
Jack  Long,  Denny  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  Old  Strathcona  Foundation  accepting  on 
behalf  of  the  Foundation,  and  Peter  Murphy. 


This  year  the  annual  Heritage  Awards 
were  given  to  people  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  preservation  of  our 
heritage  in  a  diverse  range  of  ways.  They 
have  two  things  in  common:  the  countless 
hours  they've  dedicated  to  their  projects 
and  the  debt  that  the  people  of  Alberta 


owe  them  as  guardians  of  their  past. 

A  review  of  their  projects  provides  an 
example  of  the  diverse  ways  that  people 
can  contribute  to  the  preservation  of 
our  historical  resources. 


A  unique  endeavour  to  preserve  historical  clothing 


Although  most  people  are  aware  of 
current  clothing  fashion  as  a  powerful 
manifestation  of  a  period,  it  takes  a 
person  with  rare  insight  to  develop  a 
program  for  gathering,  documenting, 
restoring,  and  safely  storing  clothing 
from  a  previous  era. 

In  Alberta,  Lois  Porter  is  the  person 
who  has  dedicated  time  and  expertise 
to  that  work  and  the  result  is  a  collection 
of  major  significance. 

Along  with  work  on  that  collection  she 
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also  sorts,  assesses,  and  catalogues  old 
patterns,  and  designs  protective  storage 
for  the  collection. 

This  extensive  work  is  only  part  of  Lois 
Porter's  contribution  to  the  preservation 
of  Alberta  heritage.  She  has  been  actively 
involved  in  a  wide  spectrum  of  groups 
that  work  tirelessly  to  preserve  our 
heritage. 

Lois  Porter  received  the  Heritage  Sites 
and  Artifacts  Award  in  the  individual 
category. 


A  group  effort  that  brought  new  Hfe  to  a  dying  community 


An  item  in  the  November  1985  issue  of 
the  Edmonton  Journal  described  the 
Old  Strathcona  Foundation's  work: 

"It  has  turned  a  decaying  and  decrepit 
Whyte  Avenue  into  a  vibrant  commercial 
and  cultural  centre.  It  has  rekindled 
interest  in  an  area  that  is  almost  as  old 
as  Edmonton  itself. 


The  Streetscape  of  Old  Strathcona  in 
Edmonton,  restored  to  its  original  finest. 


And  it  has  done  so  largely  on  its  own 
initiative  and  with  volunteer  labor." 

No  better  description  could  be  provided. 

The  O.S.F.  (Old  Strathcona  Foundation) 
offers  an  inspiring  example  of  the  real- 
life  effectiveness  of  a  dedicated  group. 

They  came  together  in  response  to  a 
critical  problem:  a  deteriorating  down- 
town core  that  was  spreading  through 
the  oldest  section  of  Edmonton  Hke 
brushfire.  The  economic  viability  of  local 
businesses  was  being  destroyed  and 
architectural  history  was  being  destroyed 
with  them. 

The  O.S.F.  interfaces  with  a  wide  range 
of  local  groups  and  spearheads  a  diverse 
range  of  programs.  In  a  massive  restora- 
tion project  that  included  20  buildings 
in  a  two-block  area,  the  buildings  and 


the  streetscape  have  been  restored,  re- 
cycled, and  developed  as  a  base  for 
successful  businesses. 

O.S.F.  also  runs  a  Farmers  Market  that 
brings  people  and  business  into  the  area; 
publishes  a  quarterly  newsletter  The 
Plainfielder  that  prints  historical  tidbits, 
news  of  upcoming  programs,  and  details 
of  work  in  progress;  established  and 
maintains  an  historical  library  of  photos 
and  memorabelia;  developed  historic 
walking  tours;  and  manages  an  assistance 
program  to  provide  management  support 
to  local  small  businesses. 

Foundation  members  give  considerable 
time  to  research,  planning,  lobbying, 
co-ordination,  and  group  liaison. 

Together  they  provide  an  inspiration 
that  no  project  is  too  big  to  tackle  and 
when  people  work  together  they  can 
accomplish  more  than  any  alone  could 
even  dream  of. 

As  the  Journal  item  summarizes: 

"The  Old  Strathcona  Foundation  is  a 
resource  to  be  nurtured  and  drawn  upon. 
It  should  be  a  source  of  civic  pride  . . ." 

The  Old  Strathcona  Foundation  received 
the  Heritage  Sites  and  Artifacts  Award 
in  the  group  category. 
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The  Railroad  Station  that  will  stay  aUve 


Moving  Day. 


An  authentic  CPR  station  with  its  own 
set  of  tracks,  railroad  car  and  equipment 
sits  12  kilometres  south  of  Calgary  as  a 
time  capsule  for  future  generations. 

Gerald  Knowlton,  who  received  this 
year's  Architectural  Heritage  Award  in 
the  commercial  category,  created  the 
scene  with  a  collection  of  railroad 
material  dating  from  the  early  1900s. 

The  completely  restored  station,  the 


last  wooden  CPR  Station  in  southern 
Alberta,  was  in  operation  in  Champion 
until  1969.  Knowlton  moved  it,  restored 
it  and  turned  it  into  a  private  museum. 
The  project  required  an  enormous  in- 
vestment of  time  and  money. 

Repainted  its  original  CPR  rusty  red 
with  yellow  and  brown  trim,  the  station 
sets  the  scene  for  reliving  southern 
Alberta's  railroad  past.  Standing  on  the 
platform  in  front  of  the  300  feet  of  track 
one  is  surrounded  by  reminders  of  the 
period:  telegraph  equipment,  on-line 
signals,  baggage  wagon,  scales,  an  ice 
cart,  a  working  wig  wag  crossing  signal, 
and  a  CPR  Business  Car  No.  12,  the 
"Saskatchewan"  sitting  on  the  tracks 
and  ready  to  roll. 

This  slice  of  history  was  a  present  for 
Gerald  Knowlton's  85-year-old  father 
who  was  the  station  master  at  Standard 
for  many  years.  It  now  preserves  that 
history  and  shares  it  with  future  Alberta 
children. 


Volunteer  Effort  provides  the  backbone  of  our  History 


Peter  Murphy  has  devoted  hugh  blocks 
of  his  free  time,  on  a  volunteer  basis,  to 
collecting  and  writing  about  fire  control 
in  Alberta. 

He  brings  to  the  project  his  expertise  as 
an  employee  of  the  Forestry  Program  at 
the  University  of  Alberta.  That,  com- 
bined with  his  generously  given  time, 
have  resulted  in  a  significant  volume 
"History  of  Forest  and  Prairie  Fire 
Control  Policy  in  Alberta". 

This  kind  of  selfless  devotion  to  historical 
preservation  is  quietly  happening  all  over 
the  province.  Peter  Murphy's  substantial 
volunteer  effort  provides  yet  another 
link  in  the  recorded  history  to  be  left 
behind  for  tomorrow's  Albertans. 
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His  volunteer  work  also  includes  re- 
cording interviews  with  old-timers  in 
the  forestry  field;  spearheading  the 
protection  and  restoration  of  old  forestry 
structures;  and  documenting  trees  of 
historical  significance. 


Peter  Murphy  received  the  Heritage 
Service  Award  in  the  province-wide 
category. 


Hauling  poles  by  packhorse  to  build  a 
lookout  tower  on  the  Rocky  Mountain's 
Forest  Reserve  ca.  1920. 


An  Historic  Note  Preserved 
in  a  Classical  Western 
Gothic  Residence 

There  is  evidence  that  construction  on 
the  Major  John  Stewart  house  may  have 
started  as  early  as  1884,  the  year  that 
Calgary  was  incorporated  as  a  town. 
It's  original  owner,  town  planner  Major 
Stewart,  located  his  residence  to  the 
immediate  east  of  the  Elbow  River  where 
it  enters  the  Bow  because  he  believed 
that  would  be  the  direction  of  Calgary's 
growth. 

It  still  sits  on  the  same  site  and  over  the 
years  it  has  had  a  long  hst  of  residents 
and  a  variety  of  uses.  It  was  in  danger  of 
being  lost  to  the  effects  of  time  and 
decay  until  Jack  Long  undertook  its 
restoration. 

Without  financial  support,  Mr.  Long 
has  not  only  updated  the  mechanical, 
electrical,  plumbing  and  structural  sys- 
tems of  the  residence,  he  has  completed 
an  historically  factual  restoration  on  the 
exterior,  the  grounds,  and  the  interior 
mill  work. 


The  Major  Stewart  building  now  serves 
as  Jack  Long's  office  and  residence  as 
well  as  a  Calgary  landmark,  and  archi- 
tectural period  piece. 


Jack  Long  received  the  Architectural 
Heritage  Award  in  the  residential  cate- 
gory. 


The  historian  of  Central  Alberta 


The  history  of  Red  Deer  and  Central 
Alberta  is  more  complete  and  more 
accurate  as  a  result  of  a  quarter  century 
of  careful  work  by  Edwin  L.  (Ted) 
Meeres. 

He  has  researched,  collected,  and  written 
about  the  history  of  the  City  of  Red 
Deer,  people  who  Uved  there,  and  events 
that  took  place  in  the  surrounding  area. 

The  work  of  Ted  Meeres  has  been 
characterized  by  meticulous  care  to  the 
accuracy  of  material  and  a  quest  for  the 
details  that  bring  history  to  life. 

Ted  Meeres  has  put  together  his  histor- 


ical material  in  a  prolific  range  of  articles 
and  books  that  make  history  accessible 
to  current  and  future  generations. 

He  also  played  a  major  role  in  the 
establishment  of  Alberta's  first  municipal 
Archives. 

The  written  word  provides  a  thread  of 
continuity  from  the  past  into  the  future. 
It  guarantees  that  Albertans'  descendants 
can  trace  their  identity  back  to  our 
pioneers.  People  in  Central  Alberta  will 
be  able  to  do  that,  thanks  to  Ted  Meeres. 

Edwin  Meeres  received  the  Heritage 
Service  Award  in  the  local  category. 
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of  Events 

FRANCOPHONE 
CONFERENCE 

The  60th  anniversary  of  the  French- 
Canadian  Association  of  Alberta  will 
be  celebrated  with  a  three-day  confer- 
ence October  24  to  26th  at  the  Edmonton 
Inn  in  Edmonton. 

A  full  agenda  will  include  display  kiosks, 
workshops,  a  theatrical  multi-disciplinary 
performance ,  and  several  of  the  associa- 
tion's projects. 

For  more  information  contact  Raymond 
Lanteigne,  645-4800. 

HERITAGE  DAY 

Monday,  August  4th  is  Heritage  Day  in 
Alberta.  Many  ethno-cultural,  pioneer 
and  historical  theme  events  will  take 
place  throughout  the  province.  We 
remind  Albertans  to  circle  the  date  and 
join  in  the  festivities. 

AASLH  ANNUAL 
MEETING 

The  American  Association  for  State  and 
Lx)cal  History  will  hold  its  annual  meet- 
ing, September  30  to  October  30  in 
Oakland,  California.  The  theme  will  be 
"From  Dream  to  Reality."  For  more 
information  contact  AASLH,  #102, 172 
Second  Avenue  North,  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, U.S.A.  37201. 


ART  SHOWS  AT  THE  I 
SUMMEF 


"Homestead",  Anne  Walker 


The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foun- 
dation Gallery  displays  work  of  Alberta 
artists.  The  following  will  be  seen  there 
July  through  September. 

July  3  to  30.  —  "Where  the  Bow  Rows" 
a  mixed-media  showing  by  the  Kaleido- 
scope Artists  Assocation  of  Calgary. 

The  Kaleidoscope  Artists'  Association 
—  from  the  Greek  work  meaning  "the 
watcher  of  beautiful  form"  —  was 
founded  in  1980  by  14  artists  who  joinec 
together  to  share  ideas  and  promote 
growth  in  their  chosen  field.  "Our  ain 
is  to  produce  work  which  will  give 
pleasure  to  both  the  artist  and  the 
viewer." 

The  members  of  Kaleidoscope  produc( 
work  in  many  media  —  oil,  watercolor 
acrylic,  prisma,  pastel,  plus  pen  and  ink 
Their  creations  encompass  landscape 
portraiture,  still  life,  wild  life,  historica 
depictions  and  environmental  art,  ii 
styles  that  extend  from  realism  to  impres 
sionism.  11 

The  artists  meet  regularly  to  share  ideasll 
critique  their  work,  go  on  field  tripsir 
and  do  outdoor  sketching.  This  alsJi 
gives  them  the  opportunity  to  keel 
abreast  of  competitions,  workshops  anl 
shows  in  which  they  may  wish  to  particl 
pate.  I 
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"Marshall  Springs",  J.  Xamen  Wieser 


The  membership  has  been  kept  very 
{limited,  so  it  is  a  tightly  knit,  hard  working 
jgroup  of  "amateur"  artists,  who  are  proud 
ixo  be  known  as  such. 

Uugust  4  to  29  —  "Prairie  Cloud  Shad- 

1  ows".  A  collection  of  recent  works  by 
Jack  Barrie  of  Medicine  Hat.  They 
include  watercolour,  acrylic,  oil,  alkyds, 

I  water  solubles,  mixed  media,  pen  and 
ink  —  as  well  as  a  few  sculptures  in  the 
wax  and  clay  stages  and  carved  leather 

I  work. 

Jack  is  probably  best  known  for  his  water 
colours,  but  he  also  works  and  teaches 
I  in  all  media  in  Medicine  Hat.  Jack  is  a 
life-time  honorary  member  of  the  Medi- 
cine Hat  Club,  which  had  it's  start  in 
1946. 

(September  4  to  30  —  Battle  River  Art 
Club  Show  and  Sale. 

1  The  Battie  River  Art  Club  of  Sedge  wick, 
iKillam  and  area  will  show  member's 

work.  The  club  has  been  together  for 
1  almost  20  years  with  most  members 
j  having  served  an  executive  position  at 
[some  time.  Their  members  have  re- 
I  ceived  many  awards  and  are  often  asked 

to  show  their  work. 

\  Note  that  the  Nettie  Keehn  Show,  orig- 
j  inally  slated  for  display  November  4  to 
j  28  has  been  cancelled. 


EAST  COULEE 
HERITAGE  DAYS 

The  Dinosaur  Valley  Heritage  Society 
is  now  in  preparation  for  1986  Heritage 
Days,  August  2,  3,  and  4th,  1986. 

This  will  be  the  third  year  of  Heritage 
Days  celebrations.  We  are  planning  a 
great  many  events  similar  to  last  year's 
program  which  included:  dunk  tank, 
penny  carnival,  museum  exhibits,  craft 
store,  tea  room  and  art  gallery,  street 
dance,  live  band  and  dance  on  Saturday 
night,  beer  gardens,  hay  rides,  pony  rides, 
historic  walks,  goldeye  derby,  children's 
activities  and  games,  pancake  breakfast, 
free  camping,  plus  a  16  team  slow  pitch 
ball  tournament. 

This  year's  celebration  will  also  include 
a  reunion  for  the  former  residents  of 
East  Coulee.  East  Coulee  is  located  13 
miles  east  of  Drumheller  on  Hwy.  #10. 
For  further  information  phone  822-3970. 

SUMMER  IS  HISTORY 
TIME  IN  ALBERTA 

Several  organizations  in  the  province 
are  presenting  shows  and  events  for 
people  to  visit  during  their  summer 
travelling.  We  thank  them  for  their  timely 
submission  of  information  about  these 
events  for  publication  in  The  Corner- 
stone and  encourage  Albertans  to  take 
advantage  of  these  events  to  learn  more 
about  their  province. 
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1986  Annual  Meeting 


Omar  Broughton  of  High  River  Steve  Bemount,  volunteer 

viewing  the  Foundation publicatons.      coordinator  of  the  Athabasca  United 

Church  restorations  project  chatting 
just  prior  to  the  annual  business 
meeting. 


Over  150  people  attended  the  1986  annual  meeting.  Two  of  them,  Al  Mogridge 
and  Anne  Craig  share  a  conversation  as  they  view  historic  project  displays  in  the 
Palliser  Hotel's  Oval  Room.  Mrs.  Craig  is  the  wife  of  Board  Member  Hugh  Craig. 
Al  Mogridge  was  the  chairman  of  the  1986  Heritage  Awards  committee. 
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Programs  that  make  history  fun  for  students. 


Stagecoach  ride  at  Fort  Edmonton 
Park. 


Capturing  a  student's  imagination  and 
bringing  the  world  of  yesterday  into  clear, 
sharp  focus  is  made  easier  within  the 
framework  of  the  facilities  at  Fort 
Edmonton  Park  and  the  John  Walter 
Museum  in  Edmonton.  A  range  of  pro- 
grams from  kindergarten  through  high 
school  levels  is  available.  Some  are 
hands-on  activity  experiences.  Others 
are  self-guided  tours  or  unstructured 
uses  of  facilities  where  teachers  develop 
their  own  lessons  using  the  "heritage 
village  atmosphere".  A  number  of  promi- 
nent themes  present  within  the  facilities 
lend  themselves  to  further  development 
by  teachers,  to  augment  and  enhance 
specific  learning  areas.  These  include 
transportation,  agriculture,  commerce, 
socio-cultural  development,  government, 
and  settlement  from  the  mid-1800's  to 
the  late  1920's. 

Students  have  the  opportunity  to  try  a 
variety  of  pioneer  crafts  and  skills  in- 
cluding leather  tooling,  cooking  on  a 
wood-burning  stove  and  harness-oiling. 
This  "hands-on"  program  is  appropriate 
for  students  from  Grade  3  to  Grade  6. 

Children  meet,  touch  and  feed  animals 
as  well  as  play  with  old-fashioned  toys 


Making  metis  cabin  furniture. 


and  games.  This  program  introduces 
children  of  Kindergarten  and  Grade  1 
to  aspects  of  "kid's-life"  in  the  olden 
days. 

One  of  Edmonton's  first  settlers,  John 
Walter  operated  the  ferry  that  carried 
passengers  between  Edmonton  and 
Strathcona.  Over  the  years,  he  built  three 
houses  —  each  an  improvement  over 
the  former  dwelling  —  on  his  riverside 
property. 

The  original  homes,  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  to  the  north  of  the  Kinsmen 
Field  House,  comprise  the  Museum 
named  for  this  early  entrepreneur. 

Programs  developed  for  children  from 
Kindergarten  to  Grade  4  take  place  in 
and  around  the  1875  and  1884  homes. 
The  emphasis  is  on  learning  by  doing, 
as  students  participate  in  such  activities 
as  carding  wool,  baking,  dipping  candles, 
making  ice  cream  and  butter,  and  doing 
pioneer  chores.  Through  hands-on  expe- 
riences, they  will  come  to  a  better 
understanding  of  how  children  in  the 
early  days  of  the  city  had  responsibility 
for  providing  the  necessities  of  life. 
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WATERTON  NATURAL  HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION  REPORT 

The  Waterton  Natural  History  Associa- 
tion is  the  recipient  of  an  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  grant. 
The  following  is  a  report  of  their  activities 
by  Joy  Lieff . 

The  Waterton  Natural  History  Associa- 
tion is  in  the  process  of  developing  a 
museum/exhibit  centre,  to  be  known  as 
Waterton  Heritage  Centre,  in  Waterton 
Lakes  National  Park.  The  purpose  of 
this  facility  is  to  provide  visitors  and 
area  residents  with  opportunities  to 
experience  the  natural  and  cultural 
themes  of  the  Waterton/Glacier  Inter- 
national Peace  Park  and  the  regions 
surrounding  the  park.  The  exhibits  will 
encourage  public  awareness  of  our 
heritage  and  the  need  to  preserve  it. 

The  Waterton  Heritage  Centre  is  curren- 
tly housed  in  the  old  fireball  on  Waterton 
Avenue  in  the  townsite  of  Waterton  Lakes 
National  Park.  Three  staff,  working  on 
a  Job  Development  Grant  through  Em- 
ployment and  Immigration  Canada,  are 
developing  and  fabricating  exhibits  and 
will  be  working  in  the  facility  for  the 
summer.  The  Waterton  Heritage  Centre 
will  be  opening  on  June  13,  1986  and 
will  be  open  daily  from  11:00  a.m.  to 
9:00  p.m.  until  mid  September. 

The  W.N.H.  A.  is  looking  forward  to  the 
construction  of  an  addition  to  the  old 
fireball,  hopefully  by  1990  or  1991 .  With 
the  help  of  a  grant  from  the  Alberta 
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Historical  Resources  Foundation,  a  study 
will  be  conducted  this  summer  to  develop 
a  conceptual  plan  both  for  the  facility 
itself  and  for  the  exhibit  design  for  the 
new  facility.  Fundraising  is  underway 
for  this  worthwhile  project.  Parks  Canada 
has  identified  $95,000  for  an  exhibit 
facility;  it  is  hoped  that  these  funds  will 
be  used  to  develop  exhibits  for  the 
Waterton  Heritage  Centre.  The  Waterton 
Natural  History  Association  has  regis- 
tered charity  status;  tax  deductible 
receipts  are  issued  for  donations. 

Dr.  Brian  Reeves  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Waterton  Heritage  Committee,  a  Stand- 
ing Committee  of  the  W.N.H. A.  He  is 
encouraging  public  input  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  new  exhibit  facility.  Dr. 
Reeves  envisions  the  Waterton  Heritage 
Centre  as  being  a  permanent  exhibit 
centre  that  will  showcase  the  park  and 
regional  attractions  as  well  as  providing 
a  continuing  display  of  travelling  exhibits 
from  throughout  the  world  so  that  repeat 
visitors  will  have  something  new  to  look 
at. 

The  W.N.H. A.  is  a  non-profit  co-opera- 
ting association  with  Parks  Canada, 
dedicated  to  further  the  understanding 
and  appropriate  use  of  Waterton  Lakes 
National  Park  and  surrounding  area.  To 
achieve  this  mandate,  the  association 
has  identified  the  following  goals:  to 
provide  and  publish  materials  relevant 
to  the  area,  to  provide  funds  for  projects 
undertaken  to  enhance  Waterton  Lakes 
National  Park  and  the  surrounding  area, 
to  sponsor  special  events  and  services 
for  the  further  enjoyment  and  education 
of  the  park  visitor. 

Memberships  are  available  at  the  follow- 
ing rates:  $8.00  individual  annual;  $20.00 
individual  lifetime;  $25.00  family  life- 
time; $100.00  corporate  lifetime  (one 
vote). 

For  further  information  about  the 
W.N.H.  A.  and  this  exciting  project,  please 
contact  Joy  Lieff,  Manager,  at  859-2624. 


EAST  COULEE  SCHOOL 
MUSEUM 

East  Coulee  Regional  Report  by  Sue 
DeFoor 

East  Coulee  is  situated  in  the  heart  of 
the  Drumheller  Valley,  in  the  Land  of 
the  Dinosaurs.  Our  comer  of  the  province 
is  indeed  a  splendid  site  to  behold  and  is 
shrouded  in  mystery  and  millions  of  years 
of  history.  A  tour  through  the  Valley 
will  bring  you  to  East  Coulee,  a  now 
quiet,  former  mining  town. 

The  East  Coulee  School  Museum  is  a 
renovated  1930s  school  house.  This 
building  was  left  to  decay  after  the  demise 
of  the  coal  industry  in  the  late  1960s  and 
only  through  the  foresight  of  a  small 
group  of  local  citizens  the  school  was 
saved  froni  demolition.  Through  the  help 
of  governmental  agencies,  the  construc- 
tion began  and  the  East  Coulee  School 
Museum,  was  no  more  just  a  dream.  This 
This  Museum  has  been  open  to  the  public 
!i  for  a  little  over  a  year  and  has  received 
j  much  praise.  We  offer  to  the  tourist,  2 
museum  rooms,  first  a  tribute  to  the 
coal  miner  with  a  community  history 
section,  and  second  a  1930s  -  40s  style 
class  room  complete.  We  have  a  Country 
Craft  Store,  Tea  Room  and  an  Art 
Gallery,  We  have  much  to  offer  the  tourist 
and  former  residents  of  East  Coulee, 
and  we  are  open  year  round.  We  invite 
you  to  our  annual  Heritage  Days  cele- 
bration on  August  2, 3  and  4, 1986.  There 
is  much  to  see  and  do  on  this  occasion. 

Our  School  Museum  has  just  recently 
been  designated  an  Historic  Site,  and 
we  couldn't  be  more  pleased  and  proud. 

We  have  a  lot  to  offer  in  our  community, 
and  we  would  be  pleased  to  have  you 
visit  us,  anytime. 


CaroHne,  Alberta 

Dear  Friends, 

I  will  give  you  a  brief  introduction.  I  am 
an  artist  from  central  Alberta  and  had  a 
picture  displayed  with  your  "bams"  show 
a  couple  of  years  ago.  I  live  in  the  westem 
part  of  the  province  along  the  foothills 
and  forestry  area.  I  have  a  fair  amount 
of  experience  painting  in  the  last  ten 
years.  I  have  taught  art  classes  in  Caroline 
and  Sundre.  I  am  a  farm  wife  and 
grandmother. 

And  I  have  a  project  in  mind  that  I 
thought  might  interest  you.  My  husband 
and  I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
for  me  to  paint  pictures  of  all  the  old 
rangers'  cabins  that  have  been  built  along 
the  foothills.  Preferably  the  first  log 
stations  that  were  built  years  ago  and 
are  mostly  all  gone  by  now.  I  have  aheady 
done  the  barn  and  the  cabin  at  the  James 
River  Ranger  Station.  I  think  it  could 
be  a  very  interesting  project.  And  a 
unique  way  of  preserving  that  part  of 
our  history.  It  will  likely  take  me  a  long 
time,  but  that  is  no  problem.  My  only 
drawback  at  present  will  be  to  find  photos 
of  the  old  cabins  and  bams.  I  have  photos 
of  the  Clearwater  (James)  station,  but 
that  is  as  far  as  I  have.  Maybe  you  can 
help  me  in  this  respect  of  finding  people 
who  have  photos  of  the  original  cabins 
and  barns  of  other  stations  along  the 
forestry.  I  won't  need  them  too  quick.  I 
am  not  that  fast  a  painter  unless  I  take 
time  out.  Maybe  you  can  help  me.  If  so, 
please  let  me  know.  And  thank  you  for 
your  consideraton. 

Yours  truly, 
Vivia  Oliver, 

(Editor's  note:  any  members  who  can 
be  of  help  to  Vivia  Oliver  please  write 
her  at:  Box  112,  Caroline,  Alberta  TOM 
OMO  722-2488) 
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Re:  Strathcona  Train  Station^  81  Ave.  & 
103  St.,  Edmonton,  Alberta 

(Note  from  editor:  S.P.A.R.E.  (The 
Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Archi- 
tectural Resources  in  Edmonton)  is 
concerned  about  the  future  of  the  Strath- 
cona Train  Station.  Following  is  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  CP  Rail  wherein 
they  expressed  these  concerns.  Readers' 
comments  are  welcome.) 

With  the  recent  demise  of  the  Via  Rail 
Dayliner  passenger  service  between 
Edmonton  and  Calgary,  the  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Architectural  Re- 
sources in  Edmonton  would  like  to 
express  its  concern  about  the  future  of 
the  South  Edmonton  Station.  This  station 
building,  which  is  locally  known  as  the 
Strathcona  Train  Station ,  has  served  for 
many  years  as  a  landmark  signifying 
one's  arrival  in  Edmonton,  not  only  by 
rail,  but  also  by  car  as  this  station  is 
adjacent  to  the  main  Calgary-to-Edmon- 
ton  highway. 

Our  concerns  are  twofold.  Firstly,  we 
would  like  the  assurances  of  CP  Rail 
that  the  existing  building  will  not  be 
demolished,  as  seems  to  have  happened 
with  stations  in  so  many  of  Canada's 
cities  when  passenger  rail  service  was 
abandoned,  despite  the  fact  that  a  viable 
use  could  have  been  found  for  these 
stations.  Implicit  in  this  request  is  the 
desire  to  see  regular  and  sensitive  main- 
tenance of  a  station  we  feel  quite  strongly 
to  be  of  historic  significance  so  that 
deterioration  by  neglect,  however  benign, 
does  not  lead  to  this  building's  eventual 
loss. 

Secondly,  we  are  interested  in  knowing 
if  CP  Rail  has  any  plans  to  retain  this 
building  for  public  use.  The  Strathcona 
Train  Station  is  adjacent  to  the  commer- 
cial district  of  Edmonton's  Old  Strath- 
cona Area,  a  district  whose  buildings 
are  presently  being  restored  and  rehabil- 
itated, creating  a  vibrant  and  popular 
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streetscape.  The  innate  ability  of  the 
Station  due  to  its  location  to  draw  people 
to  this  area  seems  apparent,  and  despite 
the  falling  ridership  of  the  past  few  years, 
the  loss  of  the  drawing  ability  of  the 
Strathcona  Train  Station  as  a  passenger 
terminal  will  undoubtedly  be  felt.  An 
alternate,  revenue  -  generating  public  use 
for  this  station  which  would  continue  to 
attract  people  to  this  area  can  only  be 
to  the  benefit  of  the  community  and  to 
CP  Rail. 

In  closing,  we  hope  that  CP  Rail  will 
not  only  be  able  to  maintain  a  public 
profile  on  Edmonton's  southside,  but 
will  also  find  a  way  to  continue  to 
contribute  to  the  community.  Thank 
you  for  your  time  and  we  look  forward 
to  your  response. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Robert  Spencer 
President 


As  an  aid  to  genealogical  research,  the 
Alberta  Genealogical  Society  is  compil- 
ing a  master  record  and  index  of  all 
known  cemetery  and  'pasture'  burials  in 
Alberta.  The  Society  would  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  anyone  with  knowledge 
of  cemeteries  (especially  those  which 
appear  to  be  abandoned  or  threatened); 
also  burial  records,  and  isolated  pasture 
burials. 

Please  write  to  Alberta  Genealogical 
Society,  P.O.  Box  12015,  Edmonton, 
Alberta  T5J  3L2.  Att'n:  Cemetery 
Recording  Committee  or  phone:  Enid 
Fitzsimonds  at  403-455-2767. 


m 

mmM 

Alan  Ridge  Receives  Order 
of  Canada 

Alan  Ridge  has  received  the  Order  of 
Canada.  Now  retired  Alan  was  the 
Provincial  Archivist  for  many  years.  He 
has  also  been  active  in  both  the  provincial 
society  and  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Alberta. 

At  present  he  is  translating  the  Bishop 
Grandin  diaries  from  French  to  English 
for  publication. 

St.  Albert  125  Years  Old 

1986  is  a  historic  year  for  the  City  of 
St.  Albert  as  it  celebrates  the  125th 
Anniversary  of  its  founding.  The  first  of 
a  large  number  of  events  which  will 
take  place  throughout  the  year  is  a 
re-enactment  of  the  decision,  made  by 
Father  Lacombe  and  Bishop  Tache  in 
1861,  to  select  a  spot  overlooking  the 
Sturgeon  River  as  the  site  for  their  mission 
and  to  name  the  location  St.  Albert.  As 
today's  residents  look  back  they  will  be 
able  to  reflect  with  pride  on  the  fact 
that  St.  Albert  is  one  of  the  oldest 
communities  in  the  province  and  that, 
from  its  origins  as  a  Roman  Catholic 
mission  and  farming  community,  it  has 
developed  and  grown  into  a  well-planned, 
forward-looking  city  with  a  population 
of  more  than  35,000. 

Heritage  Canada 
Memberships 

F.  Morris  Re w welling,  the  Alberta  Gov- 
ernor for  the  Heritage  Canada  Founda- 
tion, submitted  for  attention  of  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  mem- 
bers information  about  Heritage  Canada 
memberships.  There  are  two  member- 
ship categories:  $18.00  will  provide  the 
magazine  subscription  for  members  and 
$26.00  will  provide  subscription  and 
voting  privileges. 


For  more  information  call  Morris  Rew- 
weUing  at  the  Red  Deer  and  District 
Museum  and  Archives:  343-6844. 

Limited  Edition  Colour 
Prints  of  Seafire 

The  Tecumseh  Historical  Society  has 
produced  300  limited  edition  offset 
colour  prints  (28"  x25"  )  of  the  Seafire 
flying  past  HMS  Warrior, .  Each  is  indi- 
vidually signed  and  numbered.  They 
offer  these  prints  by  Duncan  McKinnon 
Crockford,  a  renowned  Scottish  artist, 
to  raise  money  for  a  museum  to  shelter 
these  aircrafts. 

All  donations  will  be  acknowledged  with 
a  receipt  for  income  tax  purposes  and 
donors  of  $300.00  or  more  will  also 
receive  one  of  these  prints. 

Please  make  donation  payable  to  the 
Tecumseh  Historical  Society  and  mail 
to  F.M.  Chisholm,  #1100,  340  -  12th 
Avenue  S.W., Calgary,  Alberta  T2R  1L5, 
or  phone  (403)  261-8926. 


Apologies  Apologies 

Mr.  Gordon  G.  Holgate  of  Lethbridge 
has  brought  to  our  attention  a  spelling 
error  that  occurred  twice  in  our  last 
issue,  pages  3  and  11.  "Fort  Macleod" 
was  incorrectly  spelled  "Fort  MacLeod." 

We  apologize  for  this  error. 

The  Editor 

Apologies  to  the  Battle  River  Art  Club. 
The  members  are  not  from  Camrose,  as 
noted  in  the  Spring  Issue,  but  rather 
from  Sedgewick,  Killam  and  surrounding 
areas. 
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Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
Membership  Application  Form 


Name: 


Address   .   1986  Membership  Fee  $5.00 

 Postal  Code   (includes  cost  of  publication) 

Telephone:    Donation:   

Gift  Membership  For: 

Name:   


Gift  M/Ship 
Total 


Address 


Postal  Code 


Telephone:  

Please  make  cheques  to  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

102  -  8th  Ave.  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Membership  is  for  the  calendar  year.  Thank  you  for  supporting  the  preservation  of  Alberta's  heritage. 


J 
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Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2G  0K6 
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